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By Dana Alison Levy

THIS WOULD MAKE A GOOD STORY SOMEDAY (Delacorte 2017)
ISBN: 9781101938171

How to ruin summer vacation in three words: Trains. Family. TOGETHERNESS.
Sara Johnston-Fischer loves her family, of course. But that
doesn’t mean she’s thrilled when her summer plans are upended
for a surprise cross-country train trip with her two moms, Mimi
and Carol; her younger sister, Ladybug; her older sister, Laurel;
and Laurel’s poncho-wearing activist boyfriend, Root. And to
make matters worse, one of her moms is writing a tell-all book
about the trip . . . and that means allllll, every ridiculous and
embarrassing moment of Sara’s life.
Sara criss-crosses the country with a gaggle of wild Texans. As
they travel from New Orleans to Chicago to the Grand Canyon
and beyond, Sara finds herself changing along with the
landscape outside the train windows. And she realizes that she
just might go home reinvented.
Praise:
“Sara has a truly unique tween voice, with her concerns about big-picture issues never
diminishing the importance of her need for a new hair look or a burgeoning friendship with a
fellow traveler…its engaging main character makes it a truly memorable read.” —Booklist,
starred review
“This story is never preachy; it ranges from laugh-out-loud funny to incredibly moving, and the
voices are true. Ignore the title: this is a good story already.” —Kirkus Reviews
“Levy mixes hilarious family escapades with amusing facts about the places they visit, and
throws in a distinct but not pedantic dash of social justice, mostly through Sara’s elder sister
Laura, who is considering dropping out of college to be an activist. Despite the humor, though,
the book also offers much insight into the nature of relationships, familial and otherwise, and
ends up being surprisingly touching.” —Dana Rudolph, Bay Windows
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THE FAMILY FLETCHER TAKES ROCK ISLAND (Delacorte 2016)
ISBN:9780553521337

Welcome to Rock Island, a place where time (should) stand still.
In this stand-alone companion to The Misadventures of the
Family Fletcher, the Fletchers head to their beloved Rock Island,
a tiny island out to sea where everything stays the same…until
this year. With the lighthouse threatened, the Fletcher boys and
their new friends have to confront changes in themselves and
the island they love.
The Fletchers are back on Rock Island, home of all their best
summer memories. Romping in the surf, biking the windy shore
roads, and catching crabs are just a few of the island’s delights.
And best of all is the Rock Island Lighthouse, right next door and
theirs to explore, year after year. But from their first day on the
island it’s clear that this year, things have changed.
Add a dose of Shakespeare, a very tippy kayak, a video camera, and (maybe, possibly,
or not) a swimming cat, and the recipe for a crazy summer is complete. Sam, Jax, Eli,
and Frog’s time on Rock Island is not at all what they expected. Can Rock Island remain
the same, even with all these transformations? For the Fletcher boys, and even for
Papa and Dad, the summer brings new changes, both in themselves and the island they
love.
Praise:
"An old-fashioned summer adventure set in a very modern world, this lively family tale will
leave readers impatient for more." —Kirkus Reviews, starred review
“As in the first book, gentle humor abounds: in one memorable scene, a series of mishaps
literally sinks the boys’ latest lighthouse fund-raising scheme…A must-have middle grade family
story with contemporary sensibilities.” —School Library Journal, starred review
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THE MISADVENTURES OF THE FAMILY FLETCHER (Delacorte 2014)
ISBN: 9780385376556

Meet the Fletchers: four boys, two dads, and one new neighbor who just might
ruin everything.
Sam, age 12
Mostly interested in soccer. And food. And his phone.
Jax, age 10
Psyched for fourth grade. Thinks the new neighbor stinks, and
not just because of the skunk.
Eli, age 10 (but younger than Jax)
Delighted to be starting this year at the Pinnacle School, where
everyone’s “the smart kid.”
Frog (not his real name), age 6
Wants his new friends at kindergarten to save a seat for his
invisible cheetah.
The start of the
school year is not going as hoped for the Fletcher brothers. Their
miserable new neighbor, Mr. Nelson, complains about everything. Even worse, each
boy finds his plans for school success veering off in unexpected directions. As the year
continues, the boys learn the hard and often hilarious lesson that sometimes what you
least expect is what you come to care about the most.
Praise:
”Their banter is realistic, and the disorder of their everyday lives, convincing. The Fletcher
family rules!” —Kirkus Reviews, Starred
“With its semi-episodic structure, laugh-out-loud humor, and mix of zaniness and love, Levy’s
debut offers something truly significant: a middle-grade family story featuring gay parents and
interracial families that is never about either issue.” —School Library Journal, Starred
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